FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-5

WASHINGTOM, 0.2, 20463

Jeffrey L. Plathe, Treasuret

Southern Minnesota Sugar Cooperative
Political Action Cammittee

P.O. Box 500

Renville, MN 56284 DEC 23 99
Tdentification Numbet: CO0166345
Reference: Mid-Year Report {1/1/99-6/3(/99)

Dear Mr. Flathe:

This letter is prompted by the Comniission's preliminary review of the report{s)
referenced above, The review raised questions concerning certain informetion ¢ontained
in the report(s). At itemization follows:

_Schedule A of vour teport (pertinent partion(s} attached) discloses a
sontritntionts) which appears to exceed the limits sef forth in the Act, 2
US.C. B44la(f) and 11 CFR §110.1{d) preclude 8 comittee and its
affiliates from receiving contributions from another political committee or
person in excess of §5,000 per catendar year.

If the contribution(s) in question was meompletely or incorrecily disclosed,
von should amend your original report with the ¢larifying information. If
the contribution(s) you received cxcesded the limuts, you must serk
reatmbution of the contribution pursuant te 17 CFR §110.1(k), transfer-out
the amount in excess of $5,000 10 an aceount net used o influence federal
clections ot refund the excessive amount to the donor(s} n accordance with
11 CFR §103.3(b). In the best interest of your commmatiee, all reattributhons,
transfers-out, and refunds should be made within sixty deys of the
tressurer's receipt of the contribution(s). In order to protect the donor's
interests, the Commission recommends that you inform the contributor(s} 1n
writing to provide the donor(s; with the option of granting writlen
authorization for a reamribution or transfer-out to another account of
recelving a rafund.

Please inform the Commission of Your comective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the iransfer-out or




refund. In addition, any reattributions should be reported as memo entries
on Schedule A of the report covering the period during which the
authorization for the reatitibution is received, Any transfers-out or refunds
should be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the repart
during which the transaction was made,

Although the Coramission may take further legal action regarding the
acceptance of an excessive contribution(s), prompt action by your
committee 10 seck reatiribution, transfer-out or refund the excessive amount
will be taken into consideration. .

-Scheduls B of your report {pertinent portion(s) attached} discloses a
contribution{s} which appears to exceed the limas sct forth n the Act. 2
US.C. §4dlafa) presludes a mulficandidate committee and its affiliates
from making a contribution to a candidate for federal office in excess of

5,000 per election.

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely ot incorrectly disclosed,
you should amend your original report with clerifying information, If you !
have made an excessive coniribution, you should notify the recipient and
Tequest a rafund of the amount in excess of $5,000 andior netify the
recipient in writing of your redesignation of the contribution, In the best
intersst of your committes, a1l refends and redesiprations should be made
within sixty days of the weasurer's receipt of the contribution(s).

Please inform the Commission of your correetive action immediately in
wTiting and provide a photocopy of the refund request sent to the recipient
committeg(s). In addition, any refunds should be disclosed on Schedule A
supporting Line i6 of the report coverng the: period during which they are
received. Any redesipnations should be disclosed as memo entrics on
Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the report coverng the period duting !
which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR §] 101 {b)

Although the Commission may take further lepe]l action regarding the
excessive contribution(s), your prompt action in obtaining a refund and/or
redesignating the contribution{s) will be taken into consideration,

Any amendment or clarification should be filed with the Federal Election
Commission. If you necd assistance, please feel free 10 contact me On O toll-free




fumiber, (800} 424-0530. My local pumber is (202} 694-1130.

236

Sincerely.

o U L

Kenneth A. Davis, Jr.
Reports Analyst
Reports Analysis Divigion
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